
 

 
KZN COASTAL BRANCH 

 

MORNINGSIDE GARDEN TOURS 
Saturday, 14 May 2011 

 

  
 

We’re delighted to introduce two urban gardens of very different characters that have 
been thoughtfully created with Durban’s climate in mind. 
 
The tour starts at the pretty courtyard home of the Rev Dr Jill Morley and her husband 
Gavin.  Designed by Jenny Dean, the garden has featured in articles in The Gardener 
magazine.  It shows what results can be achieved with indigenous plants in a small 
space in just a year and how the butterflies, damselflies and birdlife have happily moved 
in. Plants will be labeled and interpretive signage will reveal the cross-over from an 
inherited tired garden to one that sparkles with diversity. 
 
We then walk or drive around the corner to The Elephant House, the beautifully restored 
National Monument home of Brian and Elaine Agar. It was built in 1849 as a weekend 
retreat, on the Berea hill, to escape the heat and humidity of the vlei and the new 
bustling settlement of Durban. The home was named for the elephants that investigated 
and damaged the newly built house. Brian is the great-grandson of Robert Jameson of 
Jameson Park fame, and for whom the Barberton Daisy Gerbera jamesonii was named.  
This restful, cool haven under the canopy of lovely trees is largely indigenous.  
Tea and cake will be served on the veranda while Brian regales you with fascinating 
tales of the house, old Durban and his love of indigenous plants.      
 

Parking. Safe parking on Bemersyde Rd and along the verges outside The Elephant House. 
Street guards will be on duty. Directions will be sent on confirmation of booking. 

 
Tours of up to two hours in total will start promptly at 08:30, 10:30, 12:30 and 14:30 respectively. 
Booking and pre-payment are essential.  Members: R40 for adults and R20 for children;  
Non members: R45 for adults and R25 for children. Price includes tea and cake.  Numbers are 
limited to 20 people per tour.  To book, please email: botsoc-kzn@mweb.co.za  
/ phone 031 201 5111 on Mondays and Thursdays between 10:00 and 16:00 or  
cell 073 385 9206. 
 

Proceeds to Botanical Society of SA KZN Coastal Branch 003-394 NPO 


