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Durban Botanic Gardens Permaculture Training Centre
2011 Programme
The Durban Botanic Gardens Permaculture Centre offers a wide range of food garden programmes for young and old. 
Permaculture is an accessible and affordable way to grow safe organic food at minimal cost to both one’s pocket and the environment. Courses and programmes will be of interest to the home owner, children, teachers, students, land care practitioners, and community gardeners. Courses available in both English and isiZulu.
Starting a School Garden 
Weekdays (booking essential)
Time: 9am – 12pm. 
A week-day morning hands-on programme for learners and teachers interested in developing an organic food garden. Please contact us to arrange a suitable date.
Lunch not included. Cost: R35 per learner


Permaculture for children (school holidays)

Dates: 12th,13th,14th July


Time: 9:00am-12pm. 
The garden is a magical place for children. This programme provides an opportunity to reconnect with the sensory wonder of the garden and to discover why it’s really cool to grow your own food. Some really great projects such as worm farming and ‘Food in My Shoe’ are included. Suitable for ages 9-12. 
Refreshments included. Cost: R75 p/p


Food gardening for school educators 

Date: Friday 6th May 


Time: 8:30am-1pm 
Introduces permaculture principles and methods to support hands-on curriculum-based learning, while promoting ecological literacy and environmental sustainability. 
Bring your own lunch. Cost:
R75 pp
Saturday food garden workshops
Dates: Saturdays: 26th March, 16th April, 28th May and 25th June

Time: 8:30am-3pm

Each month we practically explore a different aspect of permaculture and organic gardening. This will equip you the gardener to cultivate an organic kitchen garden for a regular supply of fresh and nutritious leafy vegetables & herbs: from companion planting to sheet mulching, all in all a great series on permaculture throughout the year and a great way to spend a Saturday with fellow enthusiastic food gardeners.

Bring your own lunch. Cost: R150 p/p
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Permaculture Community Food Garden Course (5 days on site) 
Dates available on request

Time: 8:30am-3pm
Training takes place at both Durban Botanic Gardens and/or on-site in the community garden within the eThekwini area. Follow-up evaluation and support site visit included. 

Cost: R2500 
p/p
Permaculture Design Course (PDC) 

Date 27 June - 8 July 

Time: 8:30am-16:30pm 
The PDC follows the curriculum set by Australian permaculture founder, Bill Mollison. The PDC aims to equip participants with an understanding and fundamental grasp of Permaculture methods with a strong focus on how to design a new permaculture garden for a particular site. 

Cost: R4500 p/p
Note. The above prices include all tuition, learning materials, tea and lunch (except where stated). Transport to and from venues and accommodation is not included. 

The Food Garden Network initiative evolved from an Imagine Durban Demonstration Project called The Mila Project which works closely with Cato Crest Primary School and Glenridge Pre-Primary School in developing food gardens; as well as the numerous permaculture training workshops offered by Durban Botanic Gardens to private individuals, schools and organisations in and around KwaZulu-Natal. 
Durban Botanic Gardens together with Bev Ainslie are encouraging food garden networks in the City.  
Gardens and gardeners do not exist alone.  Our vision is a network of accessible food garden centres across the City, as well as across Southern Africa.  Imagine being able to walk to your neighbourhood food garden, meet the grower, harvest your own vegetables and share ideas about growing. 
This is garden-city future that we are passionate about turning into a reality.  Contact Bev Ainslie (bevainslie@gmail.com) for further information.
To book: Please complete the course booking form and fax / e-mail to the Durban Botanic Gardens. E-mail dbginfo@durban.gov.za / tel: 031-322 4021 / 031-309 1170 / fax: 031-309 1271. Places are limited to 25 candidates per course, so please do book early to avoid disappointment. Your deposit confirms your place on the course.

