ATT: Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs (Fax: 012 320 7561)
Dear Minister,

RE: Appeal against the N2 Toll Road

I would like to appeal against the proposed N2 Toll Road between the Gonubie interchange (near East London in the Eastern Cape) and the N2 Isipingo interchange (south of Durban in KwaZulu-Natal) as I feel that the government has not sufficiently taken into account the broader issues around this development. The Minister of Transport has stated that the N2 Toll Road has been planned as part of the Wild Coast Spatial Development Initiative (WCSDI) intended to ‘unlock the development potential of the Eastern Cape’ with the establishment of the Pondoland Park as central to this. Yet, the idea of a formally declared Pondoland Park, as presented to Wild Coast Communities by former Minister of the Environment and Tourism, Minister van Schalkwyk, was rejected by local communities and seen as a government attempt to obtain and use communal land. The government considers the road as a key catalyst for the development of the area, and says benefits include positive economic impacts from tourism, retailers, service providers, jobs and investments from construction. Yet, the Minister of Transport suggests that the preservation of the environment is a secondary consideration. He argues that it is only the 75Km (13%) of the Greenfields section that runs through the Pondoland Centre of Endemism (PCE) that is contentious, and that the narrow margins of the road reserve mean it is only 16% of the natural environment of the PCE that will be disturbed. This is highly misleading. If the road is meant to be a catalyst for secondary development, there will be a far greater detrimental effect to the PCE than the 16% the Minister suggests. 

In addition, this ‘Greenfields’ section is the only entirely new section of the road being proposed, with the rest of the road being an upgrade of existing road surface. It is because of the social and environmental inappropriateness and unsustainability of the new ‘Greenfields’ section, and the extra taxes that will be imposed on the public in the form of tolls to pay for the road, that the proposed N2 has sparked such debate and has been so opposed by the public. Another consideration is the Xolobeni mining proposal. Government assertions that tourism and the Pondoland Park are central to unlocking the development potential of the region are in stark opposition to the proposed government-sanctioned mining of the same area.

I do not believe that the N2 proposal is part of a well thought out Spatial Development Plan for the Wild Coast Region. I would prefer to see the upgrading existing local roads, and re-planning so that the proposed ‘Greenfields’ section of the N2 runs outside of the PCE. I would like to see an integrated development approach that goes beyond road building. This requires an investment in democratic structures that meaningfully engage with local communities and public participation at a grass roots level. 

Sincerely,

Name:







Signature:

