Press Release
The Botanical Artists Association of Southern Africa (BAASA) introduce:

“Spirals in Nature”

  A Botanical Art Course presented by Vicki Thomas  

This is a practical art course focusing on the natural formation of spirals in plants Students will identify spiral formation in leaves, flowers and cones in order to assist them to draw them more accurately. 

The general principals of how to depict foreground, middle ground and background using tonal values in pencil and in colour will be demonstrated and students will be working from live material. 

Vicki Thomas is a well known botanical artist and teacher, who teaches Scientific Illustration at the University of Stellenbosch and has also taught at UCT Summer School, and privately in the U.K. and around South Africa.  Her botanical artwork hangs in Kew Gardens, in the Shirley Sherwood Gallery, and is in the prestigious Highgrove Florilegium, depicting the plants from HRH Prince Charles's garden.  Her scientific illustrations are in many journals and publications.  She is a founder member and past Chairperson of the Botanical Artists' Assoc. of S.A.
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There will be an illustrated introductory talk/lecture: Saturday 24 April at 14h00
                        entitled                  
Plant Explorers and Botanical Artists  
The talk using Power Point will be about 35 minutes long.  It is a very condensed history of botanical art with the emphasis on South Africa and is suitable for anybody with an interest in history, exploration and plants. 

Fees:  R50, Members pay R30

Bookings: Jean Powell at terencep@saol.com  or Tel.  031 2663082

Vicki will offer a practical botanical art course, Spirals in Nature”, over 3 full days, from Sunday 25 April to Tuesday 27 April. All the events will take place in the Discovery Room at the Durban Botanic Gardens. 
The course is suitable for those with some experience in drawing and painting directly from nature or objects from life.  Refreshments will be provided.

FEES: Practical Course: R520, Members R460
For further information, please contact Jean Powell at terencep@saol.com  or Tel.  031 2663082 
More About Vicki Thomas

Vicki Thomas is a botanical artist and teacher living in Betty’s Bay. Her artwork is in collections around the world, including the prestigious  Highgrove Florilegium, a permanent record of the flora in HRH Prince Charles’s garden in England.  Vicki painted three roses growing in Highgrove, one of which was featured in the first volume published in 2008.  

The Shirley Sherwood Gallery of Botanical Art at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, also regularly features Vicki’s paintings of rare indigenous South African flora.   Her artwork has been on other prestigious exhibitions in the USA, Japan, the UK and South Africa and at the U.S.A.’s Hunt Institute for Botanical Illustration.

Vicki teaches a course in scientific illustration to Stellenbosch University Master students and has taught botanical illustration through the University of Cape Town’s extra mural studies for several years.  She has held botanical art courses around South Africa and in the UK and is a founder member of the Botanical Artists’ Association of Southern Africa and a past Chairperson.     

After many years of work on a book written by Ernst van Jaarsveld, “The Southern African Plectranthus – and the art of turning shade to glade” has been published by Fernwood Press, and contains over 60 paintings of Plectranthus by Vicki.  She has been working with the author on cliff dwelling plants for another publication. 

She has had scientific illustrations published in many botanical journals around the world.  She has gold and silver medals from the Kirstenbosch Biennale Exhibitions.  

The Botanical Society of South Africa’s calendar for 2007 featured her paintings of indigenous flowers.  Her artwork also appears in “South African Botanical Art – Peeling Back the Petals” by Marion Arnold.  Four of Dr. Sherwood’s books on contemporary artwork contain Vicki’s paintings.

Regards

Fransie Pretorius

Tel. 031 2666422
 

